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AGENDA 
•Introductions 
•Gotham City 
•Doctor Doom 
•Super Heroes 

• League of Extraordinary Men (and 

Women) 

• Wonder woman 
• Superman 
• Aquaman 

•Super Powers 
•Battles Won 
•The  Moral of the Story 



INTRODUCTIONS 

“You are going to make a  
difference. A lot of 

times  it won’t be huge, 
it won’t  be visible even, 
but it will  matter just 

the same.” 
- Batman 



Gotham city (Greenville county, sc)… 

“Son, we are the Gotham  
City Police Department  
Public Works Department.  
What do we do when we  
come face-to-face with  
hell on Earth? We get to  
work.” 

– James Gordon 



Location… 
•Located in foothills 

of 

Appalachian Mountains 

•Approximately 800 

square miles 

•Current Population ≈ 

393,000 

•Annual Rainfall ≈ 

50  inches 

Greenville County 
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Doctor doom (flood events) 
•Hurricane jerry (October 1989) 

•Latest event in August 2014 

“No matter how bad  
things get, sometimes  
good is out there, 
just  over the 
horizon.” 

– Green Lantern 



League  of Extraordinary 
Men  and women 

County Council 
 
Role:  protect the interest of the emPire 



Wonder woman (Paula Gucker) 
Role: Agent of SHIELD  (County 
Council) 

•Visible and accessible 

•Love / hate relationship with 
council  and citizens 

• Takes  the “heat” for Council 

• Tells citizens what they need to 
know,  not what they want to 
hear 

•Focused on “big picture” 

•Quick response (Rocky Creek) 

“I need a day 
when  there 

aren’t  twenty 
crises to  deal 

with, but I   
don’t see that  
coming anytime  

soon.” 
– Iron Man 



•Role: Fights for truth, 
justice, and the American way 

•Enforces ordinance 

•Coordinates studies and 
planning 

Superman 
(floodplain 
manager) 



Aquaman (Woolpert) 
Role: Controls the 
water….  Provide 
technical support 

Studies 
Bridge / culvert 
analysis 
Planning 

assistance  Looking 
for long term,  
sustainable 
solutions 

“Our ancestors 
called  it magic, but 
you call it  science. 
I  come from a  land 
where they are  one 
and the same.” 

- Thor 



Captain  America  (JSW & 
Associates, inc.) 
Role: Assists with 
property buyouts  
Rescues  those in peril 

Fair buyout process -  
county totally 
removed  from 
negotiation  process 

“Trust is what  
makes an army,  
not a bunch of  
guys running  
around shooting  
guns. 
- captain America 



•Let the floodplains flood 
to: 
•Provide wildlife and plant 
habitat 

•Replenish soils 

•Recharge groundwater 

•Filter impurities 

•Protect people and 
infrastructure 

Philosophy… “You will give the people an ideal to strive 
towards.  They will race behind you. They will 
stumble. They will  fall, but in time they will 
join you in the sun. In time,  you will help 
them accomplish wonders.” 

– Jor-el, Superman’s father 



Using  the powers for 
good… 

“The future is worth  
it. All the pain, all  
the tears. The future  
is worth the fight.” 
– Martian Manhunter 

1. Reducing personal injury and loss of life 
2. Reducing damage to private property and 

public  infrastructure 
3. Reducing cost of emergency response 
4. Maintaining, enhancing, and restoring the 

natural functions of the floodplain 



Superhero utility belt… 
• Watershed prioritization and systematic  study 

• Responded/adjusted to flood events (e.g., Rocky Creek  
watershed) 

• Meaningful Hazard Mitigation Plan 
• Progressive ordinance and active enforcement 
• Systematic implementation of solutions 

• Infrastructure upgrades 
• Focused on channel capacity, road crossings, property  

protection 
• Elevation program 

• $7,500 per elevation project – County funded 

• Buyouts 
• FEMA   and County funded elements 

• Partnerships 

It  doesn’t 
matter who we 
are, what  
matters is our  
plan.” - Bane 



The battles… 
•Watershed studies: Rocky creek, 
brushy  creek, gilder creek, upper 
reedy, grove  creek 

• Hazard mitigation planning 
•Mapping 

“…and knowing  
is half the  
battle.” 

- G.I. Joe 



Why  this makes sense… 
• The benefits 

•Bringing communities 
together 

•Benefiting the 
County’s 
trail system 

““Sometimes the truth 
isn’t  enough, sometimes 
people  deserve more. 
Sometimes  people 
deserve to have their  
faith rewarded.” 

- Batman 



Evil defeated… 
• 158 homes bought 
• 43  RLS          
mitigated / 22 
removed, 

•6 homes elevated 
•Over 64 
culverts/bridges  
upgraded 

•52 acres returned 
to the floodplain 

“No matter how many 
times  you save the 
world, it  always 
manages to get  back in 
jeopardy again.” 

“Sometimes I just want it to stay saved! 

You  know?! For a little bit. I feel like the 

maid: "I just cleaned up  this mess!  Can  we 

keep it clean for, for 10 minutes?! Please?!" 

– Mr. Incredible 



Neighborhoods/watersheds of mplementation 

•Brushy Creek 
• Lake Fairfield 

• Botany Woods 

• Wellington Green 
Kingsgate 

• Northside Heights 

• Chestnut Hills 

• Brookwood 

• Heritage Hills 

• Del Norte 

•Rocky Creek 
• Mountain Brook 

• Merrifield 

•Reedy River 
• Buncombe Park 

Subdivision 

• Berea Forest 
Subdivision 

• Upper  Reedy 
Watershed 

• Mountain View Acres 

• Western Hills 

• Sharon Park 

•Gilder Creek 
• Chandler Ridge 

• Lee Vaughan 



Lake  Fairfield-brushy creek 
• 15  Property Acquisitions (1 Repetitive Loss (RL)) 

•Vehicular Bridge and Roadway removed 

•New Cul-de-sacs 

•Elevated Pedestrian Bridge to maintain connectivity 

•Restoration of the Floodplain 

•Community Partnership with Lake  Forest Garden Club 
to plant and  maintain together 



Botany woods-brushy creek 
•4  property 
aquisitions 

•Property 
stabilized 



Longforest acres-brushy creek 
• 12  property acquisitions, 3 (RL) 

•Property stabilized with grass for  parking lot 
for recreation 

•Adjacent to the swamp  rabbit trail 



Wellington green / kingsgate brushy creek 
and accomplishments 

•25  Property Acquisitions 
(6 RL) 

•Acquired a National Park 
Service  Grant to design 
community garden,  park 
and trails 

•Floodplain restoration 
program –  wildflower 
and tree planting as  
well as stream bank 
restoration 

•Greengate Neighborhood 
leases and 
maintains the area 



Reedy river 
•Buncombe Park Subdivision – 13  Property  
Acquisitions 

•Berea Forest Subdivision – 2  Property Acquisitions 
(1  RL) 

•Upper  Reedy  Watershed – 10 Property Acquisitions 

•Mountain View  Acres – 1  House,  19  Mobile Homes 

•Western Hills – 2  Property Acquisitions 

•Sharon Park – 3  Property Acquisitions (1  RL) 



Gilder creek 
•Chandler ridge – 1  Property Acquisition 



Brushy creek 
•Northside Heights – 6 Property  Acquisitions 

•Chestnut Hills – 1  Property Acquisition (1  RL) 

•Brookwood – 1  Property Acquisition 

•Heritage Hills – 5  Property Acquisitions 

•Del Norte – 56  Property Acquisitions (11  RL) 



Rocky Creek 
•Mountain Brook – Culvert replaced, 1  home  
purchased 

•Merrifield – undergoing drainage design 
project 

•Additional 5  homes purchased in watershed 
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Before… 

…After 



The  moral of the story 
• “With great power comes great responsibility” – Uncle Ben,  Spiderman’s  

uncle 

• “You are stronger than you think you are. Trust me.” –  Superman 

• “Cats come when they feel like it. Not when they are told.” – Cat    Woman 

• “The real crime would be  not to finish what we started.” – Doctor Octopus 

• “Everyday I wake up knowing that no matter how many lives I protect, no 

matter  how many people call me a hero, someone even more powerful could 

change  everything”. – Spiderman 

• “The  training is nothing. The  will is everything.” – Batman’s  mentor 

• Just because  someone stumbles and loses their path doesn’t mean  they 
can’t be 

saved.” – Professor Charles Xavier 



Questions… 

“Was that over  
the top, I can  
never tell.” 
- the riddler 
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